Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=THE “I AM’S” OF THE BIBLE=

Lesson 3

I Am the Door

Scripture:  John 10:9; Genesis 6:5-8:22;
Revelation 3:20
Objects to have:

Prepare a visual aid:

Have a big heart mounted on a piece of poster board.  Have five doors in the heart and behind the doors these pictures drawn or mounted:  a mouth, feet, hands, eyes, ears.  Have a door mounted over the heart, so that when the door is opened the heart is revealed.  (Be sure that there is no knob on the outside of any door.)




—OR—


Have a dollhouse with one door.  Have in the rooms of the dollhouse pictures of the mouth, feet, hands, eyes and ears.  (Be sure that there is no knob on the outside of the door.)

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

(Hold up your visual aid.)  Look at this door.  What do we do with a door?  (Talk about how a door keeps people out of a house or a room when it is shut and locked.  Talk about the fact that whenever a door is opened then someone can enter the house or the room.)  How many doors are there?  Yes, only one.  Let’s call this door the door to our heart.  We will let the heart stand for the real “we.”

Look at the door.  Is it open or closed?  Yes, it is closed.  Let’s notice something else about the door.  There is no knob on the outside.  No one from the outside can open the door to the heart.  So, only we can open the door to our hearts; we are on the inside.

Let’s pretend that someone is coming to the door of our heart.  He wants to come in.  What do you think that he would do to let us know that he wants to come in?  Yes, he could ring the doorbell; he could knock; he could call to us.  Let’s say that he comes and knocks, and that he also calls to us.  We hear the knock; we hear the voice.  We recognize the voice, and we want to let the person in.  What will we do?  We will open the door from the inside and say, “Come in.”  (Do not do this with the visual aid yet, however.)

I wonder how our hearts behind this closed door look.  I know that answer from reading the Bible.  If the door to our heart has not opened to the right Person, then our heart is covered with sin.  It is dirty with sin.  Listen.  I hear a knock at the door.  Now I hear a voice.  It is the voice of Jesus.  Jesus says, “I am gently knocking at the door of your heart.  I am not pounding.  I am gently begging you to let Me come in.  I am asking you to please let Me in.  You need Me.  You need Me to wash your heart clean.  You need Me to take you to Heaven when you die.  You need Me to show you how to live while you are on earth.”

One day I heard Jesus knocking and calling at my door.  He gently showed me that my heart was dirty with sin.  He told me that with that sin covering my heart I could never get into Heaven.  He asked me to let Him in.  I pushed the door open.  I wanted Jesus to be my Saviour.  He washed my heart clean.  Now, whenever I listen to Him, He leads me day by day.  Then, whenever God says that it is time for me to die, Jesus will take me safely to Heaven.  (Push open the door.)  Look at my heart; see all the doors in it.  (Open each door individually.  Talk about how you want Jesus to live in every room in your heart.  You want Him to help you talk right; you want Him to help you listen to the right language and the right music and the right Bible lessons.  You want Him to help you go to the right places, to do helping things only with your hands, and to read only good literature, see only good television programs, etc.)
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Just as Jesus wants to come inside our hearts, so he wants us to come into His house.  It is just as if we are inside Him and he is inside us at the same time.  Jesus said, “I am the door to My house.”  Just as you are the door to your house, so Jesus is the door to His house.  He is the only door.

Telling the story:

If we come inside Jesus’ door, then we are perfectly safe.  I know a story from the Bible that tells how a man and seven members of his family were safe because they went inside the door that God provided for them.

(Look up and say—)  “Hey, Noah, what are you doing?”  (“Pound” and look down—)  “I’m building a boat.”  (Put your head up.)  “Building a boat?  Where do you think that you’re going to sail it?”  (Put your head down.)  “Right here.”  (Put your head up.)  “Right here?  There is only dry land here.  Why are you doing it?”  (Look down.)  “Listen to me very carefully, and I will tell you why.”

“When God first made everything, He saw that it was very good.  He made the light, the heavens, the earth, the trees, flowers, grass, the sun, moon and stars, the animals, fish, birds, and people.  Everything that He made was very good.  But, now, look at the world.  There’s sin in the world.  People do only bad things; they lie and cheat, have bad thoughts, and take things that do not belong to them.  God told me—Noah—that He feels so bad when He sees how people are acting!  He has decided to kill everybody.  God is going to drown everybody who is not inside this boat.”

The man who was talking with Noah just laughed at him.  The man would not be sorry for his sin. Other people heard the same story from Noah.  They would not be sorry, either.  The only people who would feel sorry for their sin were the members of Noah’s family.  Noah kept on building the ark, and he preached while he built.

One day, a long time after Noah started, the ark was finished.  God said to Noah, “It is time to start moving into the ark.  I want you to take some of every living thing into the ark with you.  Take your wife, your three sons and their wives.  Take some of every kind of animal.”  Noah did all this.  They were all safely inside the ark.  Then God shut the door.  After everybody had been in the ark for a week, the rain began coming down.  Oh, how it rained!  It rained one day and night as hard as it could rain; it rained the second day and night as hard as it could rain; it rained the third day and night as hard as it could rain.  There were puddles of water standing in all the streets.  Soon all the streets were full of water; the water was running just like a river in front of everybody’s house.  Soon the water began coming into the houses.  The rain kept coming down.  The water got as high as the kitchen table and the beds and then the branches on the trees.  Still the rain kept coming down and even came up through the ground.  I think that people began hurrying from their houses to places on the hills.  I imagine that they also kept wishing that the rain would stop.  Probably a lot of the people said, “Noah must have been right.  There he is safe in the ark, and here we are running from the rising water.”  No one else could get into the ark, though.  God had shut the door.  It was too late for the people to think that Noah had been right.  They had their chance to go into the ark while Noah was preaching to them.

It rained for forty days and nights!  By this time even the tops of the mountains were covered with water.  Everything and everybody were drowned in the water.  That is, everything and everybody that were not in the ark.  Everybody and everything in the ark were safe and dry.  The big ark just floated on top of the waters.

The rains stopped.  The ark hadn’t leaked one little bit.  The waters started going down.  Oh, what a happy day that was when Noah and his family and all the animals, bugs, and birds could leave the ark!

They had been safe because they had gone through the one door that God had provided for them.  They had been safe by going through the one door in the ark.

We’re safe by going through the one Door that God has provided for us.  Jesus is the Door.  Ask Him to be your Saviour if you have not already done that.  Do it before it is too late.

We have learned a new name for Jesus today.  We have learned that Jesus is the Door.
