Elementary Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=THE LIFE OF PETER=

Lesson 11

Peter Dies

Scriptures:  John 21:18, 19
Objects to have:

Some pictures that would show moving from one house to another:  moving van, two houses, packing things into suitcases, etc.
A piece of chalk for sketching on the chalkboard as you tell the story

Your Bible.

Introducing the lesson:

Talk with the children about what it is to move from one house to another, using the pictures which you have brought with you.  When people move from one house to another, do they stop being those same people?  When they move to a different house, do they become different people?

We have been hearing stories about Peter.  We are going to hear one more story about Peter today.  In our story for today we will hear how Peter moved from one place to another, but it was not from one house to another and nobody here on earth could see him go.
Telling the story:

After Jesus went to Heaven, Peter kept right on being a preacher.  Peter worked for many, many years telling people how they could be saved.  Peter helped people get well through the power of Jesus’ name.  Peter went on long trips telling people in many cities about Jesus.  Peter got to be an old man.  He worked many years for Jesus.  He never stopped loving Jesus and he never stopped working for Jesus.

Do you remember that one day while Peter and other Apostles were in Solomon’s Porch at the temple that some soldiers came and put them into jail?  (Draw a window with some bars on it.)  An angel came and opened the doors (draw a door) and let them out of jail.  The angel told them to go back to the temple and preach again about Jesus; remember that?  Did Peter and the other Apostles obey the angel?  Yes, they did.  They went right back to preaching about Jesus.  (Draw a book representing a Bible.)

Another time, the king had one of the Apostles killed.  The king was not sure whether the rulers in the temple would like it.  When he saw that they did like it, he made up his mind that he would try once more to kill Peter.  (Draw a sword.)

Soldiers came to Peter again.  They took Peter to jail.  This time, they put chains (draw a short chain) on Peter’s arms.  One end of a chain was fastened on this arm (indicate all the action of this paragraph) and the other end was fastened to the arm of a soldier.  The end of another chain was fastened on this arm and the other end was fastened to the arm of another soldier.  Whenever Peter went in the dark room of the jail where he was kept, these two soldiers were with him.  Even when Peter went to sleep, these soldiers slept with him.  An angel came again without anybody seeing him.  The angel took the chains off Peter’s hands, led Peter past the guards in the jail and out of the jail.  Peter was saved again from jail and from death.

Many years passed.  Do you think that Peter was still preaching the Gospel?  Yes, he was.  God had told him to preach about Jesus, and Peter was not going to obey any man more than he would obey God.  Peter kept right on preaching about Jesus.  Peter’s life was in danger!  The king and the rulers of the temple wanted to kill Peter.
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One day they captured Peter again.  Do you think that Peter kicked and screamed and yelled, “Let me go.  Let me go?”  No, Peter knew that now he was going to die.  Jesus had let him know that it would be soon that he would die.  Jesus had also told Peter how he would die.

Jesus had said, “Peter, some people are going to stretch out your hands.  (Stretch out your arms.)  Your hands are going to be stretched out on a cross.”  Oh, Someone else’s hands were stretched out on a cross, too, weren’t they, boys and girls?  Yes, Jesus’ hands were stretched out on a cross.  Nails were driven into them, weren’t they?  Nails were pounded into Jesus’ feet, too.  Jesus had told Peter that he, too, would be crucified on a cross.

The day came.  Soldiers came and took Peter from the jail.  They led Peter to a place outside the city.  There Peter saw the cross that was waiting for him.  (Sketch the following.)  Somebody had taken a great big log of a tree and another shorter log and had nailed them together.  They had made a cross.  This cross was made for Peter’s death.

The soldiers laid Peter on the cross.  The rough wood hurt Peter’s back.  Peter had been beaten and his clothes had been taken off him.  Peter’s sore back rubbed against the rough wood.  Peter did not scream out and say, “You are mean men who should not be doing such a thing to me.”  Peter just lay there.  The soldiers did not nail Peter’s hands and feet to the cross.  They tied his hands and his feet to the cross.  (Demonstrate this.)  Then they picked up the cross with Peter tied to it.  (Demonstrate this, acting as if you are lifting this very heavy cross.)  Peter did ask the soldiers to do one thing, “Soldiers, please put the cross upside down into the hole in the ground.  Jesus was crucified with His head up and I am not worthy to die in the same way that Jesus died.”  How much Peter loved Jesus!  The soldiers dropped the top end of the cross into the hole in the ground.  Peter died—killed because he refused to stop preaching about Jesus.  Peter loved Jesus very much, didn’t he?  Peter loved Jesus because Jesus had first loved him.

The real Peter left the body of Peter that was hanging on the cross.  The real Peter went to Heaven.  The body of Peter did not move anymore and it was buried in a grave.  The real Peter had lived inside a body and now the body was dead but the real Peter had gone to Heaven.  No person on earth saw Peter go to Heaven, but in Heaven people can see each other.  In Heaven, everybody can see Jesus.  That is why Peter was not afraid to die.  It was just like moving day for Peter—the real Peter moved to a new home.  He moved from earth to Heaven to be with Jesus.  Isn’t it wonderful that everybody who has trusted Jesus as Saviour will go to Heaven to be with Jesus when he dies?

LEARN OUR BIBLE VERSE:  II Corinthians 5:8, “...to be absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.”
