
-  -

-  -

Sunday School Lesson
Gateway Baptist Church

=BIBLE DOCTRINES=

Lesson 15

The Devil

POINT OF CONTACT:  Ask the pupils to help you describe the Devil.  This could be very interesting and surprising, especially for pupils in the lower elementary grades.

AIM:  to show my pupils the workings of Satan and how to avoid his attacks and withstand his opposition.

  I.
THE ORIGIN OF THE DEVIL.  At least two passages of Scripture suggest the original nature of Satan and tell of his fall from Heaven.

1.
Ezekiel 28:12-19.  All Bible students are agreed that this Scripture pertains to Satan.  Note several things about him.

1)
He was “the anointed cherub.”  This means he was originally an angel.  (Verse 14)

2)
He was “full of wisdom.”  (Verse 12)

3)
He was perfect in beauty.  (Verse 12)

4)
He was perfect in all his ways from the day that he was created.   (Verse 15)

5)
Iniquity was found in him.  (Verse 15)

6)
This iniquity was stated in verse 17a, “Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty.”

7)
He was cast to the ground. (Verse 17c)  This means that Satan was originally an angel in Heaven, and he was cast to the earth.  When he was cast to the earth, immediately a place was prepared for him.  (Matthew 25:41)

2.
Isaiah 14:12-15.  In these verses we find his name was Lucifer, one of the archangels.  The word “Lucifer” means “light-bearer.”  Notice the fivefold occurrence of the words, “I will,” in verses 13 and 14.  Notice also the words in verse 12, “How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning!  how art thou cut down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations!”  This fact is repeated in our Lord’s statement in Luke 10:18, “…I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.”

 II.
THE WORKS OF THE DEVIL.

1.
He is the mighty enemy of the Lord.  Ephesians 6:12, “For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places.”

2.
In this work, the Devil has unseen assistants.  In Luke 11:15, he is called “Beelzebub the chief of the devils.”  In Luke 8:30, he is called “Legion.”  Hence, he has many cohorts to constitute a powerful host against the workings of God.

3.
The Devil is a liar and the father of liars.  (John 8:44)  When we lie, consequently, we yield to him.

4.
He is the prince and god of this world.  John 14:30 says he is the “prince of this world.”                  II Corinthians 4:4 says he is “the god of this world.”  Ephesians 2:2 calls him, “the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that now worketh in the children of disobedience.”  This means, when we disobey God, we do it at the insistence and temptation of the Devil.

5.
The Devil is our adversary, our enemy.  I Peter 5:8 says this.

6.
The Devil is a hinderer.  I Thessalonians 2:18 says, “Wherefore we would have come unto you, even I Paul, once and again; but Satan hindered us.”  That means that Satan hinders the work of Christ.  He hinders our Sunday school classes, our churches, the work we do for Christ in general.

7.
The Devil tries to devour people.  That is, he tries to devour our testimony, our life and our work.  I Peter 5:8 says, “...the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”

8.
The Devil is a deceiver.  In other words, he makes us believe things that aren’t true.          Revelation 12:9 says he “deceiveth the whole world.”

9.  The Devil corrupts.  He makes filthy or dirty.  II Corinthians 11:3 says, “But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.”

10. The Devil is extremely wicked.  I John 3:8a, “He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning.”  This means that if we do wrong, we do it because we are inspired by Satan.

11. The Devil fights the Word of God and does not want us to read it or use it.  Mark 4:15b, “Satan cometh immediately, and taketh away the word that was sown in their hearts.”

12. Satan blinds men’s eyes from the Gospel.  When the Word is given, Satan blinds men and keeps them from being saved.  II Corinthians 4:3, 4, “But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost:  In whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

13. Satan is a tempter. I Thessalonians 3:5 calls him this. When we are tempted to sin, we must remember it is Satan that tempts us.

14. Satan accuses men before God.  In Revelation 12:10, the Apostle John calls him the “accuser of our brethren...which accused them before our God day and night.”  Whenever a believer sins, it is as though Satan appears before the court of heaven and accuses the believer.  To combat this, our Lord Jesus Christ, our advocate before the Father pleads the merits of His blood and His wounds on our behalf. (I John 2:1)

III.
THE DESTINY OF THE DEVIL.

1.
The destiny was prophesied in Genesis 3:15.  Study Galatians 3:16 along with this.

2.
His death blow was struck on Calvary.  Read John 12:31-33.

3.
The climax will be reached when Satan is “cast into the lake of fire and brimstone...” to “be tormented day and night for ever and ever.”  Revelation 20:10.

 IV.
HOW WE MAY GAIN VICTORY OVER THE DEVIL.

1.
We are to use the Word of God.  Notice how Jesus used the Word each time the Devil tried to tempt Him in Matthew 4:1-11.

2.
We are to wear the spiritual armour that God has provided.  Read Ephesians 6:11-17.

3.
We are to watch and pray for strength.  Read Matthew 26:41.

4.
We are to resist the Devil.  (James 4:7)  We can live a life of victory over Satan.  Though certainly we will yield occasionally, we can have a general life of victory over him.


